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General Administration of Press & Publication of
P.R.China To Establish A New Mechanism For Media

Operation

In his speech at the annual conference of BOAO Forum for Asia on
Nov. 2nd, Liu Binjie, Vice-Director of the National Administration of
Press & Publication of P.R.China said that China is exploring the
possibility of establishing a new mechanism for the media to behave
normally and healthily, so as to let the media will work as an
important force in social life. The new mechanism requires the
media to fully implement their public responsibility, to create the
public faith while monitoring the balance between power and
responsibility.

At the conference entitled: Power of Media in Social Innovation:
Balance of Power and Responsibilities, he said: “ China supports the
media to entirely play their social function and leads the media to
strictly implement the public responsibility, while regulating their
behavior and ensuring the balance of their power and duty.”

When answering the questions from the floor Liu Binjie expressed
that the largest challenge for developing Chinese media is to break
the remaining old mechanism of knowledge production existing in
the planning economy period and to walk on the track of the market
economy.

He said that Chinese government encourages the reform and
self-development of the media by creating an excellent environment.
The support is also provided through favorable tax measure and
industrial techniques which encourage the media to expand and
develop into bigger and stronger units. Meanwhile in accordance
with its WTO commitments, China will gradually and orderly open its
distribution market to publications, promote the cooperation with
foreign companies in terms of media development and encourage
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Chinese media to get involved in the international competition. Liu
Binjie believed China would have its own nation-wide media groups
in upcoming years.

It is known that there are currently 2,119 newspapers, 9,038
magazines, 568 publishing houses, more than 290 audiovisual
producers, 1,969 radio and television stations (with 1,789 programs
on radio and 2,322 programs on TV) and over 150 news websites in
China’ s mainland (excluding Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan). In
addition, sending short messages through mobile phones is a tool
with a sharp increase in volume. The convenience makes short
messaging be widely used and become a new emerging medium in
China.

New allowance for 2004 Beijing Books-Ordering Fair

2004 Beijing Books-Ordering Fair will be held at Beijing International Exhibition

Center from Jan. 8to 11

Branch Offices of the publishing houses and second class
wholesalers will be allowed to own stands in the fair and overseas
Chinese bookstores is going to be allowed to take part in the fair
and order books.

“2004 Beijing Books-Ordering Fair” organizing committee held the
first preparation meeting, and made the decision that 2004 Beijing
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Books-Ordering Fair will be held at Beijing International Exhibition
Center from Jan. 8 to 11. In order to fulfill the commitment when
China entering WTO and to strengthen the policy of opening to the
inside and outside world of China books industry, the qualified
branches of publishing houses, the second class wholesalers and
overseas Chinese bookstores can take part in the fair and order
books.

From year 1987, Beijing Books-Ordering Fair has been held 16
times and made a great success and gained a lot of experiences.
With the National Book Fair and Beijing International Book Fair, it
has been listed one of the three book industry activities by General
Administration of Press and Publication. According to the
instructions by GAPP, the 2004 Books-Ordering Fair will be
organized elaborately and will be a quality and characteristic one.

A special symposium was held at the end of October, 2003 in
Beijing to celebrate the successful compilation and publishing of a
brand new Taoist Scripture which has taken over 100 Taoist
scholars, experts and some compiling personnel seven years to
complete.

Consisting of 49 volumes and some 60 million Chinese characters,
the Scripture covers the main Taoist classics and other historical
documents, which are supplemented with more content,
re-punctuated and reclassified in line with modern methods.

This is the first time China has compiled Taoist works on such a
large since the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), so Taoist scholars and
followers view it as a great event for both Chinese culture and
Taoism, which boasts a 1,800-plus-year history in China.

The compilation was also listed as part of the nation's major books
publishing plan during the tenth five-year period from 1996 to 2000.
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"Taoism is a native Chinese belief which enjoys unique advantages
in adapting to China's socialism. The believers should spare no
efforts to promote its progressive role in building a well-off society in
China," said Liu Yandong, vice-chairwoman of the National
Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) and head of the United Front Work
Department of the Communist Party of China Central Committee
when addressing the symposium.

The world's largest Chinese digital library, a database containing
over 12 million documents or 25 percent of China's public
information resources, opened on 8 November 2003.

The digital library aims to make it possible for users to share 80
percent of China's intellectual resources through the Internet within
three years. The database covers information from periodicals,
newspapers, books, theses and on-line resources and information
on many fields such as natural sciences, engineering and social
sciences.

The most important feature of the database is that it operates
professionally so users can find information efficiently, said Pan
Longfa, president of the China Academic Journal Electronic
Publishing House (CAJEPH).

The database was jointly developed by CAJEPH and Tsinghua
Tongfang Optical Disc Co., Ltd (TTOD) eight years ago.

"During the construction of the database, we stressed the
importance of protecting intellectual rights and paid over 31 million
yuan (US$3.73 million) to writers," Pan said.

A survey by China's Press and Publication Administration in June
showed Internet information resources included just 15 million
Chinese documents on science, economy, culture and education,
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about 40 percent of the documents printed, and only 150,000 books
with legal copyrights on the Internet, about 5 percent of the books
available on the domestic market.

The great rejuvenation of China needs efforts from all Chinese
descendants including Taoism followers, she said.

Chairman of the Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association Fu Tieshan
and over 150 officials, scholars and Taoists attended the
symposium, which is jointly sponsored by the Taoist Association of
China, the world religion center of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences and the Huaxia Publishing House.

The Social Sciences Documentation Publishing House has
published Lieguo Zhi (Guide to the World States), which is
being hailed as an equal of the historically acclaimed Haiguo
Tuzhi (The Illustrated Gazetteer of the Maritime
Countries), written in 1842 by Wei Yuan (1794-1856), a scholar
and minor official of Qing Dynasty (1644-1911).

The new book is a series delivering a comprehensive presentation
of almost all of the countries and major international organizations
in the world today.

The set contains 180 volumes, each for one country or several
countries. Issues on Britain, France, the Netherlands, Tunis, India,
the United Arab Emirates, Cuba, Ukraine, Australia and the Baltic
Sea Countries (namely Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania) were
released late last month.

Before the end of this year, another 10 volumes will be released.
The rest are scheduled to be published within five years, said Xie

Shouguang, director of the publishing company, who expects to
speed up the work. Xie said the volumes have "filled in a void in the
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publishing industry" because Chinese historians and geographers
knew little of many of the world's less well-known countries.

In Zhongguo Da Baike Quanshu (The Encyclopedia of China)
published in 1998, there is no volume specifically dealing with single
countries.

Over 160 years ago, Wei Yuan published his The Illustrated
Gazetteer of the Maritime Countries to educate the imperial
court and Chinese scholars about the rest of the world.

It was the first book in the history of modern China to introduce the
history and geography of other nations, and is considered a
landmark in China's relations with the West, since it represents the
first systematic attempt to provide educated people in China with a
realistic picture of the outside world.

Accompanying the process of China's gradual integration into the
world in the following years, the book was highly valued and widely
accepted, according to historians.

In 1998, Xie's company, affiliated to the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (CASS), set out to compile Guide to the World States.

Most of the writers and compilers the company has invited come
from CASS and its 11 research centres and other major institutes
and universities in China. They are experienced scholars on world
history, geography and international politics.

In addition, the company has invited some Chinese diplomats to
join.
Besides its reference value, Xie said the set also has distinguished

academic value.

"In the books, the authors also raise academic views illustrated by
their research, making the set much more than handbooks or travel
guides that are easily found in book stores," he said.
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ESTIGATES SOME UNQUALIFIED DICTIONARIES

On Oct. 17”‘, the General Administration of Press & Publication of P.R.China released the
result of quality check of dictionaries in 2003. 19 unqualified dictionaries such as “ Student
Multi-functional Dictionary” by Xinjiang Education Publishing House and “ Zhonghua Cihai”
by Printing Industry Publishing House were blamed for their poor quality.

The quality inspection started since this April. All dictionaries were inspected on the claims
by readers, and China Dictionary Association, or on the discovery of daily inspection of
the book market by the General Administration of Press & Publication.

In recent years with the rapid development of China’ s publishing industry, the publication

of dictionaries has entered its boom time when many excellent dictionaries were

published with a print run of many hundred thousand even many million copies. For
example, up to 2002, Xinhua Dictionary has been published in 9 editions and printed for
202 times with a total of 360 million copies.

Meanwhile, a few publishing houses incapable of publishing the dictionaries take a fancy
to it due to its wide use, stable market and long term sale and publish the unqualified
dictionaries for their profits. These dictionaries not only damage the benefit of readers but
also violate the law of copyright and the law of anti improper competition.

The dictionary is an achievement of civilization through generations and handed down
from generation to generation. Allowing the publication of unqualified dictionaries will
definitely mislead the future generations and damage our country’ s interest.

Concoction, Plagiarism and False Promotion

Concoction is mainly shown in the confusion of set up, the random selection of items and
erroneous explanation. For example, these problematic dictionaries are actually masses
of stochastic materials knocked together. There are a lot of repeated, missing, unbalanced
and disconnected entries. A dictionary should have a concise and accurate style. But
most of these dictionaries seldom use this style instead there are long and ambiguous
sentences. Some items even contain several thousand words, which may be copied from
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articles, monographs or textbooks.

Many of these dictionaries are done by plagiarism more or less severe. Some of them are
even worse. Many dictionaries copy entries from “ Xiandai Hanyu Cidian” (Modern Chinese
Dictionary) published in 1983 regardless of a series of significant changes in the names of
Chinese places and in the world affairs during the past 20 years.

The behavior of imitating well-known dictionaries and violating of the law of anti improper
competition is also seen. It is obvious that some dictionaries use or copy old dictionary
entries of 20 years ago but they claim to be “completely new” or “contemporary”.
“Zhonghua Cihai” even claims to be “a paragon of dictionary”, “a poetic masterpiece
through ages” and “most authoritative”. Some dictionary publishers try to raise their
reputation by debasing the famous “ Ci Hai” (Dictionary) and “ China Encyclopedia”.

The Main Causes of the Problem

1.A few publishing houses are intent on nothing but profit, regardless of the state laws and
regulations.

2.Some publishing houses are incapable of compiling the dictionary due to lack of
gualified lexicographers and experience. After the quality inspection, the General
Administration of Press & Publication of P.R.China takes the issue seriously and punishes
relative publishing houses.

Liu Binjie, Vice-Director of the General Administration of Press & Publication of P.R.China
said ” At present the legal institution is gradually perfected. The law of anti improper
competition to protect the established brands has been released for many years and the
law of copyright has also been revised. A better legal environment is built for the
publishing houses to protect their rights”. He asked famous publishers to be aware of their
legal rights and protect lawfully their copyrights. He also emphasized to persevere
unremittingly the ongoing quality inspection of the publication.

State publishing and educational authorities are intensifying their campaign against piracy
of self-taught examination textbooks, which is believed to account for at least one third of
China's illicit textbook market.

State and provincial anti-piracy teams established by offices for self-taught higher
education examinations have launched an autumn campaign to target the illegal copying



