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Chinese Network Copyright Regulations to Be Released 

at the End of 2004; Relative Legislations Listed in the National 

People's Congress Agenda

The National Copyright Conference 
was concluded on September 23, 
2004 in Beijing. At this two days 
meeting, Shi Zongyuan, director of 
National Copyright Administration of 
China (NCAC), disclosed that 
Regulations on the Information 
Network Media Right was now 
drawing up and it would be confirmed 
at the end of this year. The rules 
would settle the administrative 
responsibilities of the internet service 
providers (ISP) when infringed 
network right events occurred. 
 

The copyright protection under new 
technology conditions is a worldwide 
problem. The 58th article of the 

Copyright Law of the People’s 
Republic of China which was revised 
in 2001 by Chinese government 
prescribed that the protection 
measure of computer software and 
information network spreading 
authority will be separately stipulated 
by the State Council. In 2003, the 
Supreme People’s Court revised The 
Law Interpretation for Justice of 
Computer Network Copyright Cases. 

But, these regulations were lack of 
concrete operation provisions. 
Network right infringement cases 
actually had an increasing trend. Mr. 
Shi Zongyuan stated that the legal 
system of State Council had put it 
into 2005 legislation plan to settle  
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copyright protection rules under 
internet environment. But, before this 
law came out, NCAC would take the 
lead before the year's end to issue 
some related administrative 
regulations, to regulate the order of 
using and spreading the works under 
normal internet environments. 

Information Network Media Right 
Protection Regulations will give 
detailed stipulations of the problems 
on: the relative responsibilities of 
internet service providers (ISP); the  

 
administration punishments for the 
network copyright infringements; as 
well as the situations of exempted 
responsibilities. Namely, once the 
network right infringement events 
occur, not only network content 
providers (ICP) needs to undertake 
legal liabilities, and other ISP 
enterprises, such as Beijing Unicom, 
CNC International Corp Ltd, would 
also possibly to take corresponding 
administrative punishment. 

 

China Strives to Reach 'Nature'                        
 
Reforms are continuing in China's 
publishing sector, especially 
regarding scientific journals, but 
insiders suggest the nation is a long 
way from having its own established 
"Nature" and "Science" magazines. 
 
The Ministry of Science and 
Technology recently announced it 
will fund the publication of several 
scientific journals, with the aim of 
transforming them into 
world-renowned periodicals. 
 
"We are inviting publishing experts to 
draft a detailed plan, and the funding 
will be dispersed in a step-by-step 
process," Sun Zhengqi, the official 
responsible for science-related 
publications, said. China had 4,497 
scientific journals last year. That 
accounted for 49.5 per cent of the  

 
periodicals published in the country. 
 
Some 400 million copies of those 
journals were printed in China last 
year, which accounted for 13.8 per 
cent of all copies of journals 
published in the nation. 
 
Lack of funding, poor circulation and 
a shortfall of ad revenues hamper the 
publication of many of the journals 
and popular Chinese science 
magazines. 
 
As a result, many Chinese scientists 
now publish their research findings 
overseas. UK-based science journal 
"Nature" reported recently that, 
between 1981 and last year, the 
number of Chinese scientific papers 
published in international scientific 
journals increased 20 times. 
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Unlike literature and popular 
entertainment magazines, the 
development of scientific journals is 
limited by the scope of readership, 
people's lack of scientific knowledge 
and their low desire to inquire into 
particular science questions, Tang 
said. 
 
The situation does not only curb the 
development of academic science 
journals, but also the popularization 
of science magazines, Tang added.  
 
"China National Geography," a 
popular magazine affiliated with the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, is  
 

 
widely considered to be a successful 
scientific journal.  
But Tang said the magazine has 
good sales and ad revenues 
because it is renowned for 
specializing in travel and local 
history.  
 
"What is lacking is the emergence of 
some truly scientific and highly 
successful magazines, which will 
allow their successes to shift the 
attention of the public to our scientific 
publications," Tang said.  
 
But such success requires huge 
funding from the government, or from 
scientific societies, he added.

 
  

2004 Most Recent Works of Chinese Literature Ranking 

Released  

                      
The evaluation on current Chinese literature most recent works (first half year 
of 2004) ranking was recently released by “Beijing Literature” magazine. This 
activity has been continuously lasting for ten years. When reading these 
literary works, people found that private densification and personalization 
tendency of current works became more and more serious. They urgently 
needed some brand new works which would pay attention to social lives and 
works with richer imagination to be published. 
 
Current Chinese Literature Most Recent Works Ranking 
(First Half Year of 2004) 
 
1. Medium-Length Novels (Novelettes) 
 
“Murder Case in Ma Si Mountain” (Ma Si Ling Xue An) 
Author: Chen Yingsong 
Originally published in “Chinese Literature” magazine Issue No.3, 2004 
 
“A Loyal Servant But Unfilial Son” (Zhong Chen Ni Zi) 
 



 
 

 4 

China Publishing 
E-Journal NEWS

 
Author: Yuan Jingmei 
Originally published in Collection of Novelettes “The Moon Is Over the 
Parapet” published by Worker’s Publishing House  
 
“Imagining a Singer” (Xiang Xang Yi Ge Ge Shou) 
Author: Jiang Yun 
Originally published in “October” magazine Issue No.1, 2004 
 
“Swing the Whip” (Shuai Bian)  
Author: Ge Shuiping 
Originally published in “Yellow River” magazine Issue No.1, 2004 
 
“A Mess Hall” 
Author: Deng Hongshun  
Originally published in “Harvest” magazine Issue No.2, 2004 
 
2. Short Stories 
 
“Arabic Gum”(A La Bo Shu Jiao) 
Author: Tie Ning 
Originally published in “Peoples Literature” magazine Issue No.1, 2004 
  
"Clear Water and Green Vegetables" (Bai Shui Qing Cai)  
Author: Pan Xiangli 
Originally published in “Writers” magazine Issue No.2, 2004 
  
"A Sorrowful Dog" (Yi Tiao Bei Ai De Gou) 
author: Li Guowen 
Originally published in “Chinese Prose” Issue No.1, 2004 
 
“A Hui” (A Hui) 
Author: Wu Ang 
Originally published in “Flower City” magazine Issue No. 1, 2004 
 
“Symbols” (Fu Hao) 
Author: Chen Xiaoli 
Originally published in “Flower City” magazine Issue No. 2, 2004 
 
3. Reportages 
 
“Stories of Chinese People – Reports on Families of Martyrs in Peace Years” 
(Xie Zhong Guo Ren Min De Gu Shi) 
Author: Luo Pan 
Originally published in “Yellow River” magazine, Issue No.1, 2004 
 
“Talks About Sex Education” (Ru Shuo Huan Xiu Xing Jiao Yu) 
Author: Qu Lan 
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Originally published in “Beijing Literature” magazine (Extractive Reading) 
Issue No.3, 2004 
 
"I Only Raise You to 18 Years old" (Wo Zhi Yang Ni Dao Shi Ba Xui) 
Author: Wu Biwen 
Originally published in “Beijing Literature” magazine (Extractive Reading) 
Issue No.5, 2004 
  
“Stealing Heart Thieves – Survey on Net Love of Young People” (Qie Xin Da 
Dao) 
Author: Qi Jian 
Originally published in “Reportage” magazine Issue No.2, 2004 
 
"Marriage" (Tian Xia Hun Yin) 
Author: Huang Chuanhui 
Originally published in “October” magazine Issue No.3, 2004  
 
4. Prose and Informal Essays 
 
“Life on the Plateau” (Yuan Xia De Ri Zi) 
Author: Chen Zhongshi 
Originally published in “Peoples Literature” magazine Issue No.3, 2004 
 
“Information Minister Sahaf” (Xin Wen Bu Zhang Sa Ha Fu) 
Author: Zhu Zengquan 
Originally published in “Essays” magazine Issue No.4, 2004 
 
“China and the West -- Europe Lecture Inspiration” (Section Two, Section Four) 
(Zhong Xi Feng Ma Niu) 
Author: Wu Di 
Originally published in “Beijing Literature” magazine (Extractive Reading) 
Issue No.4 & No.6, 2004 
 
“Single Tree And Forest” (Gu Shu Yu Lin Mu) 
Author: Zhan Keming 
Originally published in “Jiefang Daily” Issue of May 18, 2004 
 
“Year 1976” (1976) 
Author: Lu Ye 
Originally published in “Writings” magazine Issue 3, 2004 
 

HarperCollins Signed an Agreement with FLTRP to 

Enter Chinese Dictionary Market  

 
U.K. Collins Reference Publishing Group under HarperCollins has  
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already signed an agreement with 
Foreign Language Teaching and 
Research Press. According to the 
agreement, both sides will cooperate 
to publish bilingual dictionaries 
starting from the year 2004. Along 
with the first English/Chinese and 
Chinese/English dictionary release, 
HarperCollins hopes to expand their  
 

 
sales volume from pocket to 
large-scale reference books. The 
agreement also includes cooperating 
in multimedia dictionary products. At 
present time, China has a population 
of 250 million people studying and 
using English. At the same time, 
English is also a must-learning 
course of 120 million Chinese 
elementary pupils. 

 
 

Nobel-Winning Novel to Be Published
  
China will publish "The Piano 
Teacher" by Elfriede Jelinek, recently 
named the winner of the 2004 Nobel 
Prize in literature, in simplified 
Chinese characters. 
 
"The Piano Teacher," which was 
written in 1983 by Elfriede, is a 
semi-autobiographical novel about a 
unique love affair between a female 
piano teacher and her handsome 
young student. 
 
Although the novel has not been 
published on the Chinese mainland, 
some Chinese are familiar with the 
story from the movie adaptation, 
which won a number of awards in the 
2001 Cannes Film Festival. 
 
Hired by the Beijing October Art 
Publishing House, Chinese 
translators Ning Ying and Zheng 

Huahan completed the translation of 
"The Piano Teacher" in the year 
2000.  
 
But their translated work was not 
published on the Chinese mainland, 
because the publishing house 
worried that Chinese readers might 
not accept the novel's open depiction 
of deviant sexual psychology. 
 
At the publishers' insistence, the 
novel's Chinese edition has been 
revised several times. 
 
The publishing house promised 
recently that the Chinese version will 
maintain the content of the original 
work "as much as possible." 
 
The novel was published in Taiwan 
in complex Chinese characters in 
October 2003.
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Top15 Fiction  

Bestsellers of China in Sept 2004 
 

 

 Title Publishing House Author Price 
(RMB) 

1 The Lure of Wolf World Affairs Press Ke Ai Tao 
(Korea) 20.00 

2 My Life Yilin Press Bill Clinton  
49.80 

3 Island (Vol. 01) Chun Feng Literature and Art 
Publishing House Guo Jingming 20.00 

4 The Da Vinci Code Shanghai People Publishing House Dan Brown 
(USA) 28.00 

5 Give Me A Life Again Writers Publishing House Yu Qiuyu  
42.00 

6 Wolf Totem Changjiang Literature and Art 
Publishing House Jiang Rong 32.00 

7 That Guy is Smart World Affairs Press Ke Ai Tao 
(Korea) 18.80 

8 Never-Flowers in 
Never-Dream 

Chun Feng Literature and Art 
Publishing House Guo Jingming 20.00 

9 Chinese Style Divorce Beijing Publishing House Wang Haiou  
22.00 

10 That Guy is Smart 2 World Affairs Press Ke Ai Tao 
(Korea) 20.00 

11 Chang An Incident China Youth Press Han Han 20.00 

12 The Fantasy City Chun Feng Literature and Art 
Publishing House Guo Jingming 18.00 

13 Yishu and Kexue New World Publishing House Cao Zhiheng 
(Taiwan China) 20.00 

14 Blood River People’s Literature Publishing 
House Hai Yan 25.00 

15 Cultural Perplexity in 
Agonized Travel Orient Publishing Center Yu Qiuyu 22.00 
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Top15Top15Top15Top15    Non-Fiction  

Bestsellers of China in Sept 2004  
 

 
 

 Title Publishing House Author Price 
(RMB) 

1 Detail Is the Key of Success Xin Hua Publishing 
House Wang Zhongqiu 24.80 

2 Boiling the Three Kingdoms CITIC Publishing House Cheng Junyi  
26.00 

3 Tell Your Child: You Are the 
Best! 

Changjiang Literature 
and Art Publishing House Lu Qin 16.00 

4 
The Learning Method of Miss 
Liu Yiting and Her Trained 
Details 

Writers Publishing House Liu Weihua, 
Chang Xinwu 22.00 

5 I Can Pass the Exam on No. 1  The Strait Literary 
Publishing House  

Zhao Chengyan 
(South Korea) 26.00 

6 Execution (The Discipline of 
Getting Things Done) China Machine Press 

Larry Bossidy, 
Ram Charan 
(USA) 

29.80 

7 Who Moved My Cheese? CITIC Publishing House Spencer Johnson 
(USA) 16.80 

8 The Weakness of Human 
Being China Development Press Dale Carnegie 

(USA) 25.00 

9 A Message to Garcia 
(Hardcover) 

Enterprise Management 
Publishing House 

Elbert Hubbard 
(USA) 16.80 

10 Square And Round (with CD) Guangzhou Publishing 
House  Ding Yuanchi 18.00 

11 Sun Wukong Is a Good 
Employee CITIC Publishing House Cheng Junyi 28.00 

12 Seven Habits of Highly 
Effective People 

China Youth Publishing 
House 

Stephen R. 
Covey (USA) 19.00 

13 Bill Gates’ 11 Rules Petroleum Industry 
Publishing House Su Chunli 16.80 

14 Gai Bian Qian Wan Ren Sheng 
De Yi Ke Tang 

Ningxia People 
Education Publishing 
House 

   Orison S. 
Marden (USA) 22.80 

15 A Message to Garcia 
(Paperback) Harbin Publishing House Elbert Hubbard 

(USA) 9.80 
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Top15Top15Top15Top15    Children’s  

Bestsellers of China in Sept 2004 
 

 
 
 

 Title Publishing House Author Price 
(RMB) 

1 Coure Yilin Press Amicis  (Italy)  
18.00 

2 Nezha Legend (10) 
 Children’s Fun Publishing Co. Ltd CCTV 9.80 

3 Little Doudou by the 
Window Nan Hai Publishing House 

Kuroyanagi 
Tetsuko 
(Japan) 

20.00 

4 Mischief Ma Xiaotiao Series: 
Pets Camp  Jieli Publishing House Yang Hongying 13.00 

5 Mischief Ma Xiaotiao Series: 
Crazy Girl Du Zhenzi  Jieli Publishing House Yang Hongying 13.00 

6 Mischief Ma Xiaotiao Series: 
Father Likes Play  Jieli Publishing House Yang Hongying 13.00 

7 Mischief Ma Xiaotiao Series: 
Four Naughty Children Jieli Publishing House Yang Hongying 13.00 

8 What I Am Thinking Since 
Childhood Nan Hai Publishing House 

Kuroyanagi 
Tetsuko 
(Japan) 

18.00 

9 Pretty Girl Xia Linguo Jieli Publishing House Yang Hongying 13.00 

10 Mischief Ma Xiaotiao Series: 
Classmates Jieli Publishing House Yang Hongying 13.00 

11 
Three Character Primer, 
Original Family Names, 
Thousand Character Articles 

CITIC Publishing House Deng Qitong 16.00 

12 Mischief Ma Xiaotiao Series: 
Summer Vacation Adventure Jieli Publishing House Yang Hongying 13.00 

13 Coure (with Illustration) 
 

People’s Literature Publishing 
House Amicis  (Italy) 18.00 

14 Mischief Ma Xiaotiao Series: 
Little Man Ding Wentao  Jieli Publishing House Yang Hongying 13.00 

15 Nezha Legend (1) Children’s Fun Publishing Co. Ltd CCTV 9.80 
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USD 26,220,000 in 2002, with 540,000 copies, USD 10,180,000 or 39% of the total 
spent in of natural sci-tech. The data were 2,490, 000 copies, USD 28,250,000 in 2001, 
with 370,000 copies of natural sci-tech which costed USD 11,010,000 or 39% of the 
total. Those of 2000 were 2,080,000 copies, USD 24,300,000, with 470,000 copies of 
natural sci-tech, or USD 10,680,000 which accounted for 44% of the total. In addition, 
shares of books of literature, art, philosophy, social sciences had been relatively very 
big. The retardation in the country’s acquisition of cultural and sci-tech information as 
compared with developed countries is greatly shortened. Through introducing books, 
large parts of information on books and periodicals of PC technology, management 
and administration are nearly published synchronously in China and in foreign 
countries. Foreign scientific and technological development has supplied strong 
intellectual support to Chinese national economic reconstruction.  

 
  

II. To Develop and Activate Communication Between Chinese and 
Foreign Publishing Industries 
 
The international organizations of publishing trade that China has joined are: 
Federation of International Periodical Alliance (FIPP), International Bookseller's 
Federation (IBF), International Standard Book Number (ISBN), Asian-Pacific 
Publishing Association (APPA), International Board Books for Young People (IBBY), 
International Standardization Organization (ISO), The World Prints Conference 
(WPC), Asian Cultural Center Union (ACCU), World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO), Association Internationale pour la Protection de la Propriété  
Intellectuelle (AIPPI ) , International Standard Serial Number (ISSN ) ,etc.. 
 
 The rapid development of Chinese publishing industry has promoted sino-foreign 
firm contact, communication and cooperation. Domestic publishing houses participate 
now more than 20 international book exhibitions, such as exhibitions of Frankfort 
Book Fair, Book Exposition of America, London Book Fair, Salon du Livre de Paris, 
Bologna Children's Book Fair, Australia Book Fair and Japan Book Fair, as well as 
Singapore Book Fair, etc.. These participations promote our import and export 
activities and Sino-foreign copyright trade. Business relations between Chinese and 
foreign publishing houses are being closer and closer, and Chinese publishing market 
has connected to the world market. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Statistics From the11th BIBF Showed  

An Increase in Copyright Transactions 
 

The 11th Beijing International Book Fair (BIBF) persisted in holding its high  


