
 

 

CHINA 
PUBLISHING 

 
 

    
    

2004200420042004    Shanghai Shanghai Shanghai Shanghai InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational        
Children's Book ExhibitionChildren's Book ExhibitionChildren's Book ExhibitionChildren's Book Exhibition        

    
Special Issue 

May 2004 
 
 
 

 

 

 

CNPIT Tom Culture Company 
 
 



 

    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    

    
2002002002004444 Shanghai International Children Shanghai International Children Shanghai International Children Shanghai International Children’’’’s Book Exhibition will be s Book Exhibition will be s Book Exhibition will be s Book Exhibition will be 
grandly held grandly held grandly held grandly held inininin July 1 July 1 July 1 July 10000th th th th totototo    14141414thththth    in in in in Eastern Asia Exhibition Hall, Eastern Asia Exhibition Hall, Eastern Asia Exhibition Hall, Eastern Asia Exhibition Hall, 
Shanghai Eastern Asia Sports and Culture CenterShanghai Eastern Asia Sports and Culture CenterShanghai Eastern Asia Sports and Culture CenterShanghai Eastern Asia Sports and Culture Center, Shanghai, , Shanghai, , Shanghai, , Shanghai, 
ChinaChinaChinaChina. . . .     
    
For the exhibition, For the exhibition, For the exhibition, For the exhibition, we edwe edwe edwe ediiiited this spted this spted this spted this speeeecccciiiial isal isal isal issue to sue to sue to sue to introduce introduce introduce introduce 
Chinese children’s book publishing, to comment children’s reading Chinese children’s book publishing, to comment children’s reading Chinese children’s book publishing, to comment children’s reading Chinese children’s book publishing, to comment children’s reading 
preference, and to recommend some excellent children’s books to preference, and to recommend some excellent children’s books to preference, and to recommend some excellent children’s books to preference, and to recommend some excellent children’s books to 
help you understand current Chinese children’s publishing market. help you understand current Chinese children’s publishing market. help you understand current Chinese children’s publishing market. help you understand current Chinese children’s publishing market. 
We hope this special issue of China PublishWe hope this special issue of China PublishWe hope this special issue of China PublishWe hope this special issue of China Publishing will be useful to ing will be useful to ing will be useful to ing will be useful to 
you.you.you.you.    
    
    

    
CCCC    GiftGiftGiftGift    for for for for Shanghai Shanghai Shanghai Shanghai 

InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational    
Children’s Book Children’s Book Children’s Book Children’s Book 
Exhibition 2004Exhibition 2004Exhibition 2004Exhibition 2004 



 
 

 CONTENTSCONTENTSCONTENTSCONTENTS     

   

 Introduction 1 

   
 Analysis  

 What Kind of Publications Chinese Juveniles and Children Like to 
Read 

4 

   
 Bestseller List  

 Top15 Children’s Bestsellers of China in April 2004 9 
   

 Author Interview  

 Zheng Yuanjie 's 19 Years in Fairy Tales 10 
   

 Publishing Houses and Their Publications  

 China Children Press & Publication Group 13 
 Juvenile & Children's Publishing House 16 
 21st Century Publishing House 18 
 Zhejiang Juvenile and Children's Book Publishing House 20 
 Elephant Press 23 
 Petrel Publishing House 25 
   

 



 1 

 

 

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION    
 

2004 Shanghai International Children’s Book Exhibition will be grandly
held in July 10th  - 14th in Eastern Asia Exhibition Hall, Shanghai
Eastern Asia Sports and Culture Center. It is sponsored by China
Publishing Group, Shanghai Press & Publication Administration,
Working Commission of Children’s Books of China. Century Publishing
Group is co-sponsor. It is supported by Publishers’ Association of
China. 

 
SICBE aims to provide a new business platform for Chinese/overseas
publishers to deal with co-operative publishing of children’s books,
copyright trading and the import/export business, and to stimulate
children cultural exchange between china and the rest of the world. 
 
SICBE is the first international children’s book expo in China, therefore,
it gets the supports from the Publishers Association of China, the
press and publication authorities and publishers of children books all
over the China.    
 
The children’s publishing business in China represents tremendous
opportunities with its 200 million young readers. In 2002 China has
bought 10235 titles of foreign copyright and sold 1297 titles of
domestic copyright. The copyright business of children’s titles,
representing about 20% of total copyright business volumes, is the
most active and effective one within the whole copyright trades in
China. 
 
The various publishers and organizations participating in 2004 SICBE
will have opportunities to understand and explore the children’s
publishing business in China, discuss with their partners for
co-publishing and copyright trade, establish new contacts and develop
book import/export business.  
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BBBBACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUNDACKGROUND    
 

The current China Children's Book publishing industry is in an unprecedented 
flourishing. By the year of 2002 around 7393 titles with 230 million copies had been 
published. Meanwhile, China has been established an integrated children's 
publishing system, which comprises 30 and more professional juvenile and 
children's publishing houses, a team of over 3000 professional children's editors, 
and over 3000 children’s writers, and a lot of well-known Chinese publishers 
producing more and more excellent children's books. China with its annual output 
of nearly 8, 000 titles, amounting to 230 million copies has entered into the ranks of 
the giants in children's publishing. 
 
Shanghai where SICBE takes place is a metropolis in the Far East. Its 
convention/exhibition industry is highly developed. Shanghai is also the hub of the 
China’s air transportation. You can reach there directly from Europe, America and 
most places of the world. 
 
 

EXHIBITING SCOPE 
 

 Books, newspapers, periodicals, education materials and relevant 
publications for children; 

 AV products, electronic and multi-media publications for children's 
education and entertainment; 

 Cover design, illustrations, papers, etc for children's books and its 
printing. 

    
    

CONCURRENT EVENTCONCURRENT EVENTCONCURRENT EVENTCONCURRENT EVENTSSSS    
 

An International Forum with a theme of " German Children Publishing " will be held 
concurrently with SICBE 2004.  
Shanghai Children’s Culture & Art Expo and Shanghai Children’s Culture & Art 
Festival will be held from July 10th to August 10th 2004. 
Various seminars, new products recommendation and cultural events will be held 
according to the application of the exhibitors and concerned organizations. The 
Organizing Committee of SICBE and Management Office will help to organize these 
events and provide relevant service. If you are interested to host such event, please 
contact the SICBE Management Office. 
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PROMOTION CAMPAIGNPROMOTION CAMPAIGNPROMOTION CAMPAIGNPROMOTION CAMPAIGN 
 

About 30 public media units of Shanghai Culture, Film and TV, Radio Broadcasting 
Group, Jie Fang Daily Group, Wen Hui & Xin Min Newspapers Group will be 
supporters for this Expo and SICBE. The news about SICBE 2004 will be published 
in China Press And Publishing Journal and Book Business report etc 

 
 
 

CONTACTCONTACTCONTACTCONTACT 

 Management Office, 2004 SICBE Organizing Committee 
Address:  16 Gongti East Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Postal Code:  100020 
Tel: +86-10-65082308    Fax: 86-10-65082320 
Email: sicbe@cnpeak.com 
Attn: Guohua Bo; David Zou 

 
 
 

CNPIEC SHANGHAI CO. 
Address :  555 Wuding Road, Shanghai 
Postal Code:  200040 
Tel: +86-21-62551599    Fax: +86-21-62552697 
Email: cnpiecsb@stn.sh.cn 

 



 4 

ANALYSISANALYSISANALYSISANALYSIS 

What Kind of Publications 

Chinese Juveniles and Children 
Like to Read  

Sun Yunxiao, China Youth & Children Research Center 

The happiest thing for a children’s literature writer is that his or her works 
are welcome by children. Conversely, the saddest thing is that children do not 
like his or her works.  

How juveniles and children comment current children publications? In 
1998, Institute of Journalism and Communication under Chinese Academy of 
Social Science made a sample survey and study in some elementary schools 
and some junior high schools in 5 cities of China which are Beijing, Shanghai, 
Guangzhou, Zhengzhou, and Chengdu. The followings are questions and 
answers:  

1. 1. 1. 1. What subject of books juveniles and children needWhat subject of books juveniles and children needWhat subject of books juveniles and children needWhat subject of books juveniles and children need    

The survey answered: 

Sports books. Many pupils requested: to give them more 
sports books; to give them a series of sports books; to have much more 
attractive books about basketball; and to give them more books of football 
plays. 

Popular-science books.    Pupils hoped to read more popular-science 
books of history, biology, botany, astronomy, geography, and high technology. 
Some students requested anthropological books and military books. 

Books about future science and about exploring the 
universe. The contents included futurology, nature, extraterrestrial beings, the 
earth, human beings, dinosaurs, and space mysteries. 

Books about famous films and teleplays. For example, students 
wanted to read stories of famous foreign films, foreign science films, and 
famous teleplays. 

Books about stars and celebrities. Pupils and students 
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explained that they really liked books about singing stars, and also Hong Kong 
and Taiwan stars.  

Books about computers and e-games. Many pupils and 
students wrote on the survey that: Please publish more books of computer 
games; Please publish more computer science books; Please publish more 
books about web. 

Books to introduce foreign children’s daily lives. One student said 
that he and his classmates hoped to read some books about foreign children’s 
daily lives including school lives. 

Music books. 

Books for outside reading. Those books ware needed to be interesting 
and easy understanding. 

Books about social lives and family lives. Students wanted to 
read some books concerning the lives of school, society, and family. 

Psychological books. Pupils and students needed psychological 
consulting books to help them to understand their physical bodies and their 
minds, and also to help them to overcome their difficulties. 

Books to introduce scientific experiments. 

Books to introduce foreign countries. Those books would help them to 
know the people, the societies, and the buildings of foreign countries. 

Pupils and students requested strongly that advertisements were not 
printed inside the books. They also opposed that books were always around 
school curriculums. 

2. What kind of books juveniles and children like2. What kind of books juveniles and children like2. What kind of books juveniles and children like2. What kind of books juveniles and children like    

The answers were that they liked to read the following kinds of books: 
interesting and knowledgeable, horrible and thrilling, thinkable and feelingful. 

Most children wrote the following words to describe their loved books: 
imagination, horror, thrill, gathering together of popular science and humor, 
knowledgeable scientific fantasy, martial arts novels, humor only, adventures, 
amusement, interesting, and mystery. They also requested to have the more 
interesting, and most horrible, most humorous, and most thrilling books. Some 
children hoped to have a long series to be read for one more years. One child 
even suggested publishing more novels with authors’ own adventures. 



 6 

For the styles of children books, most pupils and students asked to have 
more pictures and cartoons with knowledge inside books. 

3333. Which categories of books juveniles and children . Which categories of books juveniles and children . Which categories of books juveniles and children . Which categories of books juveniles and children 

like to read, and how their parents comment aboutlike to read, and how their parents comment aboutlike to read, and how their parents comment aboutlike to read, and how their parents comment about 

Researchers listed the following 41 categories of children books for pupils 
and students to make selections. Please see Table One for children’s 
answers. 

Table1 1 1 1 : Categories of Books Children Like to Read 
 
Book Category % 
Humor Stories 66.4%  
High Technology Tales 23.7%  
Adventure Tales 63.9%  
Children Daily Life Stories 23.6%  
Japanese Cartoons 58.3%  
Popular Science and Animal Tales 22.6%  
Detective Stories 51.3%  
Olympic Mathematics Books 22.3%  
Science Fictions 46.0%  
Foreign Fictions 22.2%  
Foreign Fairy Tales 41.6%  
Sports Books 22.1%  
Foreign Cartoons 41.2%  
Military Books 21.8%  
Fables 40.0%  
Tales or Knowledge of Nature 21.6% 
Fantasy Tales 38.5%  
Real Stories 19.2%  
Encyclopedias 34.9%  
Children Life Stories 18.9%  
Chinese Ancient Fairy Tales 34.6%  
Poesies 18.3%  
Historical Stories 33.5%  
Moral and Ideological Books 17.5%  
Martial Arts Novels 31.8%  
Popular Science Books 16.0%  
Chinese Cartoons 30.7%  
Computer Books 15.7%  
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Tales Representing Friendship 29.8%  
Tales Representing World Children Lives 15.0%  
Chinese Modern Fairy Tales 29.7%  
Study Guidance Materials 14.5%  
Biographies 27.9%  
Books of Helping to Know Ourselves   14.4%  
Composition Guidance 27.8%  
Psychological Books 13.6%  
Electronic Games 25.8%  
Love Stories 13.5% 
Chinese Ancient Famous Works  25.7%  
Knowledge of Our Own Bodies 13.0%  
Basic Law Knowledge 8.5%  
 

Another statistics showed that most parents hoped their children to read the 
books related to school learning and textbooks. Please see Table Two for 
parents’ answers. 

Table    2 2 2 2 : Categories of Books Parents Like Their Children to Read 

 
Parents Preference % 
Books Helping Children to Study Better 75.7%  
Books Helping Children to Communicate Better 23.3%  
Books Full with Knowledge  52.7%  
Books Representing Children Lives 18.1%  
Books about Moral Education 37.6%  
Science Fictions  14.5%  
Technology Books 36.8%  
Political Education Books 14.5%  
Fitness and Health Books 28.6%  
Entertainment Books 13.2%  
Psychological Books 26.5%  
Literature Books 12.2%  
Humor Books 26.1%  
Knowledge of Adolescence 9.3%  
 

As to magazines, the statistics showed that over 40% of juveniles and children 
loved “Story King”, “Story Telling” and “Fairy Tale King”. Cartoon magazines 
and popular science magazines were also welcomed. But literature magazines 
were not liked very much by children. Please see Table Three for children’s 
answers. 
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 Table 3 3 3 3 : Magazines of Children Like to Read 
 
Magazine Title % 
Story King 46.7%  
We Love Science 17.6%  
Story Telling 43.6%  
Cartoon Pioneer 16.2%  
Fairy Tale King 39.8%  
Beijing Cartoon 15.6%  
Mickey Mouse 38.4%  
Children’s Literature 15.3%  
Cartoon King 35.5%  
Giant 13.3%  
Juvenile Cartoon 30.8%  
Oriental Juvenile  12.5%  
Mystery 20.4%  
Juvenile Literature 11.1%  
Boys and Girls 18.5%  
Young Pioneer 8.3%  
Juvenile Scientific Pictorial 18.4%  
Chinese and Foreign Juvenile 7.4%  
Chinese Cartoon 18.4%  
Chinese Juvenile Digest 6.7%  
Timber Wolf 18.0%  
Children’s Literature Selection 5.7%  
 
 

Table 4 4 4 4 : Media of Children Choice to Read 
 
Medium % 
Reading Printed Books 75.1%  
Reading Cartoon Books 46.4%  
Reading Picture-Story Books 19.7%  
Listening Radio Storytelling 16.0%  
Listening Audiotapes 14.2%  
Reading CD-ROMs 9.3%  
Watching VCDs 9.2%  
Reading Online 3.2%  
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Top15  Children’s  

Bestsellers of China in April 2004 

 Title Publishing House Author Price 
(RMB) 

1 Nezha Legend (10) Children’s Fun Publishing Co. 
Ltd 

CCTV 9.80 

2 Nezha Legend (9) Children’s Fun Publishing Co. 
Ltd 

CCTV 9.80 

3 Nezha Legend (1) Children’s Fun Publishing Co. 
Ltd 

CCTV 9.80 

4 Nezha Legend (8) Children’s Fun Publishing Co. 
Ltd 

CCTV 9.80 

5 Nezha Legend (6) Children’s Fun Publishing Co. 
Ltd 

CCTV 9.80 

6 Nezha Legend (7) Children’s Fun Publishing Co. 
Ltd 

CCTV 9.80 

7 Nezha Legend (5) Children’s Fun Publishing Co. 
Ltd 

CCTV 9.80 

8 Nezha Legend (2) Children’s Fun Publishing Co. 
Ltd 

CCTV 9.80 

9 Nezha Legend (3) Children’s Fun Publishing Co. 
Ltd 

CCTV 9.80 

10 Nezha Legend (4)  Children’s Fun Publishing Co. 
Ltd 

CCTV 9.80 

11 Potter and the Order of 
the Phoenix  

People’s Literature Publishing 
House 

JK Rowling 
(U.K.) 

59.00 

12 Little Doudou by the 
Window 

Nan Hai Publishing House Kuroyanagi 
Tetsuko 
(Japan) 

20.00 

13 Schoolgirl’s Diary China Writer Publishing House Yang 
Hongying 

16.00 

14 The Headless Ghost 
(Goosebumps) 

Jieli Publishing House R. L. Stine 
(USA) 

16.00 

15 Mischief Ma Xiaotiao 
Series: Fond Mother 

Jieli Publishing House Yang 
Hongying 

13.00 
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Author Interview   

Zheng Yuanjie 's 19 years  

in fairy tales 
 
 
 

 
 

Some of Zheng's works 
 

Although it's 19 years since Zheng Yuanjie wrote his first fairy tale, his fictional 

characters have not aged at all and Zheng is still hard at work and since he 

started writing, tens of millions of Chinese have grown up reading his stories 

about the naughty but kind-hearted boy Pipi Lu and his little sister Lu Xixi.  

Zheng Yuanjie dropped out of the primary school after four years and joined 

the army at 15. As a child the writer describes himself as a troublemaker. Once 

he brought a sparrow onto a military plane which promptly disappeared, 

causing a great fuss. The plane was later disassembled to locate the sparrow 

and of course Zheng was harshly criticized for the mischief.  

Five years later the soldier quit the army and went to work in a factory to watch 

over water pumps. Several years later when he heard that publishing houses 

were paying good money for new works, he began mailing his poems to 
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publishers all over the country. After countless failures, he finally had one 

poem published in Fenshui, a magazine in Shanxi Province. This encouraged 

him to continue to write until he became an editor for a Beijing based 

magazine.  

By 1984, Zheng Yuanjie's works had appeared in 

more than newspapers and magazines. When the 

writer was refused a pay rise he began thinking 

about setting up a new magazine devoted to his 

work. The magazine eventually became the 'King 

of Fairy Tales' and the first issue came out in 1984 

with Zheng Yuanjie as the only writer. When it was 

published it was the only magazine in China with 

only one writer!  

The magazine for children which Zheng Yuanjie founded has been publishing 

for 19 years. At its peak, it had a monthly circulation of over 1 million copies. 

Through the magazine children in China got to know Pipi Lu, Lu Xixi, Shuke 

the Mouse and Rock the Wolf and Zheng's tales continue to attract millions of 

adults as well as children.  

For someone devoted to writing, what was his 

most influential book? "The most useful book 

for me is the Modern Chinese Dictionary. It 

helped me learn a lot of words. Parents 

shouldn't blame their child for misspelling or 

something. Mistakes like that won't stop them 

becoming good writers in the future."  

When Zheng Yuanjie's son graduated from 

primary school, the writer decided he would 

educate him at home and wrote a 200,000-word textbook instead of sending 

him to middle school. According to Zheng, the textbook included sections on 

 
Zheng and his pet dog 
appear on the cover of a 
issue of the monthly "Fairy 
Tales."  

 
Zheng's trademark work "Shuke 

And Beita" 
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history, philosophy, law, finance, among other subjects, all of which he 

considers "essential" knowledge.  

The writer's own life experiences have made him a bold iconoclast as his 

explanation for not sending his son to middle school or college shows; 

"College education tends to make simple things complicated and hard to 

understand. What we should do is to teach our children the most essential and 

simple principles of life and ways to handle problems." 

The fairy tale writer likes to be alone 

and refuses to have any relationship 

with literary circles or the various 

associations of writers. To him, his 

imagination works best in his own 

world.  

Talking about his success, he says, 

"Even people who do cleaning work 

can write fairy tales. And they can even 

make better work than me. The 

problem is that no one encourages 

them to do so. The most essential 

thing that people seek is appreciation 

by others. That is what largely decides one's success or failure. " 
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Zheng and his dog in his study  


