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Beijing Publishing Group Ina
Over 60 Million Pirated Products Being Taken Over in 2003
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Chinese Authors Visited France

Leading Literary Magazine Honored by Shanghai Government

Beijing
Publishing Group

Inaugurated

Beijing Publishing Group Co. Ltd was established, with four
bookstores including Beijing Books Mansion Co. Ltd as core
member.

The other three members are Xinhua Bookstore, China
Bookstore and Foreign Languages Bookstore in the national
capital.

The new publishing group was formed at the behest of the
central government, which called for an expansion of reforms in
press and publications, radio, film and TV business, as well as
other cultural undertakings, said Cai Fuchao, head of the
Publicity Department with the Beijing Municipal Committee of
the Communist Party of China (CPC).

The new group company will allow the market to play a bigger
role and the resources to be made good use of so that Beijing's
competitiveness in the publishing industry on the world market
will be retained, said Cai.

An executive of the newly launched conglomerate said that
they would carry out stock transformation, and state, non-state
and overseas investors would be welcomed to invest in the new

publishing group.

"In the years to come, | wish the new group will grow into a
successful example which will not only maintain publishing as
the prime business, but also expand into other industries," said
the executive.
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Over 60 Million News from National Conference of Copyright 2004 shows
Pirated Products that in 2003 a total of 67,970,000 pirated products have been
Being Taken Over taken over by local copyright administration organs all over
in 2003 by China  China.

Copyright

Administration Among the taken-over products: pirated videos are

26,450,000 tapes, for pirated books 24,750,000 copies,
pirated software 7,220,000 copies, pirated e-publications
6,620,000 copies, pirated magazines 1,780,000 copies, and
other pirated products 1,140,000 copies, or respectively
38.9%, 36.4%, 10.6%, 9.7%, 2.6% and 1.7% of the total.

The following provinces and cities are in top 5: Guangdong,
Hunan, Sichuan, Jiangsu and Beijing. Among them,
quantities of pirated products are 19,760,000 copies in
Guangdong, and 10,480,000 copies in Hunan. The amount of
these two provinces account for 44.5% of the total.

677 State Since the Chinese government started to reform state-owned
Newspapers newspapers Eight months ago, 677 government and Party
Shut Down in newspapers have been shut down, with previous subscribers
Eight Months of a total of 1.8 billion yuan (some US$217 million) in

compulsory fees.

There are 1,452 Party and government newspapers involved
in the state-owned newspaper reform. Besides the canceled
677 newspapers, 325 state-owned newspapers were
transferred to commercial newspaper groups while 310
newspapers were separated from government departments,
and 94 official journals have been converted for free
distribution.

All the efforts directly cut 1.54 billion newspapers every year,
according to the work group in charge of the reform.
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The move to forbid mandatory subscription to government
and Party newspapers, which is mainly aimed at relieving the
financial burden of farmers and units at grass-roots level, has
been welcomed by cadres and people nationwide.

The long-term supervision system should be established to
ensure that no compulsory subscription of state newspapers
is forced on ordinary people again, the group said.

Currently, China's mainland has 2,119 newspapers, 9,038
magazines and 568 publishing houses. In September of 2003,
regulators issued measures likely to reform Party and
government publications by ending their state funding and
mandatory subscription schemes.

As part of China's campaign to improve cultural relations with

Chinese . France, a total of 27 Chinese writers visited the European
Authors Visited country between March 18 and 24.
France

The list includes virtually all of China's best, most famous and
most important authors, such as Mo Yan, Su Tong, Han
Shaogong, Ge Fei, Yu Hua and Liu Xinwu.

Already well known in France as well as here at home, these
authors all enjoy high international recognition. The works of
21 of them have already been translated into French.

According to the General Administration of Press and
Publication, China are the guest of honour at this year's
Salon du Livre Paris, an annual March event dedicated to the
book trade.

The salon is actually a book fair, which this year host 1,200
publishers from around the world and draw more than
230,000 fairgoers.
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At the fair, each of the Chinese author was allocated one
hour to meet the public, to exchange thoughts with their
French readers.

Nearly 30,000 titles published in China over the past several
years were on exhibit at the fair.

The selected books fall into three categories -- "Old China,"
"Colourful China" and "Modern China," and give French
book-lovers a comprehensive overview of Chinese literature.

French publishers exhibited 75 books translated from the
Chinese and published in France with help from the Chinese
Government.

China's participation in the salon is part of the activities of the
2003-04 Chinese Culture Year in France. It helps promote
Chinese books and publishing internationally, and introduce
Chinese books into mainstream society in France as well as
in other European countries.

An exhibition featuring the long history and latest
developments in book publishing in China was also held at

the fair.
Leading Literary China's leading literary magazine, Harvest, was honored by
Magazine the municipal government of Shanghai, which recognized the
Honored by magazine's trademark as a quality brand.
Shanghai
Government The honor came one year after the Shanghai-based

bimonthly applied to the city's name brand accreditation
committee. "It's the best gift we can present to our dear chief
editor Ba Jin," said vice editor-in-chief Xiao Yuanmin during
an interview with Xinhua.

The centenarian writer, one of the founders of modern
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Chinese literature, has been working as chief editor of the
magazine since it was founded in 1957. He is now receiving
treatment at a Shanghai hospital.

Harvest magazine has nurtured a number of young writers
over the past decades and many contemporary Chinese
authors have found nationwide success after publishing
their maiden works there.

The magazine is dubbed by literary critics "a ladder towards
literary success" and "a window on China's contemporary
literature for overseas readers". It became a registered
trademark in 1999.

It has a circulation of 130,000, the largest of all China's
literary periodicals.

Shanghai's industry and commerce administration started
to award quality name brands in 1997 to promote
outstanding products and services.




to the content and form of juvenile and
children's books. In order to win the
competition, many publishing houses have
been exploring diversification way and
developing on it.

For example, Children’'s Fun Publishing
Co. Ltd (CFP) creates, translates, and

co-publishes all kinds of entertainment and
learning-oriented comic books for all
China’s young generation. On Beijing Book
Fair 2004, CFP presented the following
books: Nezha Legend, the Butterfly Lovers,
Salad English, and Myths of Greece and
Rome, etc. It changed its business scope
from its original single Disney series to four
series: education, entertainment, fiction
and English language. Its readership was
also expanded from solely children to
children, youths in vogue, even to adults
and elderly people. All those series were
accompanied with hot TV programs or
cartoon movies (such as famous comic
characters from the universes of Walt
Disney, CCTV, Shanghai Animated Film
Studio, BBC, Mercis and other leading
media entertainment companies), to realize

the interconnection between
three-dimensional cartoons and
conventional books and conventional
books

To enlarge the market, many juvenile
publishing houses have expanded their
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expected readers from children only to
children and adolescents. In Beijing Book
Fair 2004, youth reading and psychology
self help motivational books became two
major categories promoted to juvenile and
children. We could see posters hanging on
Beijing Book Fair 2004, one was from Jieli
Publishing House, promoting its illustrated
book entitled “One to One Challenge”’,
saying “The Most Impactive Hypertext
Fiction to Campus Youth”. And on the
Fair, you could find psychology self help
motivational book by Liu Yong, a
well-known writer recommended by Jieli
Publishing House, and known as the most
complete set from domestic publishing
houses.

Growing Up of Domestic Writers

Due to the fierce competition of imported
books, many publishers have tried to foster
their own authors. Fine original literary
works have their specific characteristics. It
is a main method for publishers to have
their own original works to form their
specialities, to accumulate their resources,
and to set up their brands.

Zhejiang Juvenile and Children's Book
Publishing House is an old publisher. It has
tried its best to find and nurture its writers.
It discovers and recommends new writers
and new books for the yearly Bing Xin
Children Literature Award. Ge Cuiling,
Zhou Rui are important writers coming out
from this award and some of their works
become bestsellers of this publisher.

Li Yuanjun, director of Jieli Publishing
House said: “We are the best on selling

cartoon books in the whole nation, but we
pay our attention mostly on children’s
literature books. The native writers are
getting stronger too.” In this field,
successful examples are: “Mischief Ma
Xiaotiao” by Yang Hongyin, and “The
Genesis Fighter” by Lang Xiaojing.”

According to the market survey, the school
life writings of Qin Wenjun and Yang
Hongying, the diversified writings of Zhang
Zhilu and the light humor writings by Zhou
Rui have taken a certain position on the
children book market.

The Competition of Publishers

There are more than 200 million children
among Chinese population. Most parents
are very generous to buy books for their
children. So, some central or other
publishers are marching into the market of
juvenile and children's book publishing,
under advantages of their brands and
publishing resources.

For example, the following children books
were published by non-professional
children publishers: Johnson’s infant
education series by TANGMARK.COM;
“Follow Sister Ju Ping to Learn Handcraft”
series by Dawn Press; and Beetle series
by China Astronautics Publishing House.

Doctor Wang Zhuang, Children book’s
editor of China Astronautics Publishing
House, said though the market of Children
books was so big, the competition so
fierce, it was certain to earn part of the
share, when you find the blank point of the
market.
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But there still are many worries in the hands.

juvenile and children’s book publishing. In

despite of reasonable subject selection and  Chinese children are eager to read more
fine production, if there are less sales good books. It is believed that children
channels leading to the market, those publishing industry will bring them more
books are also hard to reach to readers’ surprises in the year of 2004.

Children’s
Publishing Houses

Hebei Children’s Publishing House
Liaoning Children’s Publishing House
Juvenile and Children’s Publishing House
Jiangsu Juvenile and Children’s Publishing House
Zhejiang Juvenile and Children’s Publishing House
Anhui Children’s Publishing House
Fujian Children’s Publishing House
Hubei Children’s Press
Hunan Juvenile & Children’s Publishing House
Sichuan Children’s Publishing House

New Trend of
University Textbooks
Publishing

The print run of university textbooks is
continuing increased following the
development of Chinese higher education. ldeologies in Subject Selection
Textbooks become “cakes”. But there still
are many problems in the textbook
publishing, such as repeated subject
selects, un-updated contents, old styles,
and so on. It is really a big problem for
university publishers to publish more
updated textbooks in current era.

Surpassing and Innovative

Subject planning is the most important
work in publishing industry. China People’s
University Press has its own Subject
Planning Department to do the market
analysis and to make the decision of title
selections.



